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MEMBERS PRESENT: Clayton Cormier, Chair, John Donaldson, Lisa Miserendino, 

Jim Sanford & Don LaHaye 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Karen Van Gilder, DRB/PC Assistant, Larry Ryan, Ruthann Ryan 

 

 

AGENDA:  
 1) Call to Order 7:00 PM 

 2)  Discuss possible changes to Land Use and Development Regulations for possible 

inclusion in the Town Plan. 
 

  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mr. Cormier called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM.   

 

II. PUBLIC INPUT 

Mr Ryan and the Planning Commission discussed the pedestrian plan process.  Mr. Ryan 

expressed interest in seeing the plan implemented.  Mr. Donaldson pointed out that the 

focus had shifted from sidewalks to traffic calming.   

 

Mr. Donaldson stated that five years ago many changes were made to the plan and the 

Land Use and Development Regulations and that this time, no radical changes were 

planned.  He stated that the Planning Commission had met with the Development Review 

Board, the body that applies the regulations, and that only minor changes had been 

discussed.   

 

Ms. Miserendino stated that at that meeting the Development Review Board had 

mentioned decreasing the lot size and setback within the Village and asked the Ryans how 

they would feel about that.  Mr. and Ms. Ryan expressed concerns with septic systems.  Mr. 

Cormier stated that any development would be conditioned on adequate sewage disposal.  

Mr. Donaldson stated that after some time it may be found that there will be additional 

capacity in the new sewer system.  Mr. La Haye pointed out that at the most there could be 

approximately one dozen new lots created if the change were made.  The Ryans expressed 

general agreement with the concept of decreasing the minimum lot size in the Village. 

 

Ms. Ryan stated that her main concern was providing opportunities for low-income housing.  

Mr. Cormier stated that the Town had tried giving density bonuses for development that 

included affordable housing and had studied the possibility of designating town-owned land 

for the purpose.  He stated that they could try tax credits.  Ms. Ryan asked if the Town 

could designate land for agricultural purposes only, why couldn’t they do the same for low 

income housing.  Mr. Ryan agreed.  Mr. La Haye stated that Waren faces the challenge of 
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promoting affordable housing and conservation at the same time.  He stated that the fact 

that much of the Town is in the National Forest adds to the challenge and encouraged the 

Ryans to attend future meetings on affordable housing.   

 

The Planning Commission discussed the connection between changes in the Town Plan and 

changes to the zoning, tax code, and general policies. 

 

Mr. Ryan asked about the new aerial survey.  Mr. Cormier stated that the survey had been 

completed and that it had been a local initiative managed by the Lister.   

 

Ms. Miserendino invited the Ryans to call commissioners and attend future meetings if 

they thought of anything else they would like to bring to the commission’s attention. 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Cormier, seconded by LaHaye to adjourn the meeting. 

VOTE: unanimous; motion carried. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Van Gilder 

DRB/PC Assistant 
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