TOWN OF WARREN
PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MEETING
FEBRUARY 23, 2004

MEMBERS PRESENT: Clayton Cormier, Chair; John Donaldson, Jim Sanford, John
Goss, Lisa Miserendino, Don LaHaye.

OTHERS PRESENT: Terry Reilly, David Raphael, LandWorks; David Sellers, Don &
Peggy Weir, Sue Carter, Kinny Connell, John Connell, Rudy Elliott, Shannon M. Hill,
DRB/PC Assistant.

AGENDA: 1) 7:30 Call the Meeting to Order & Introductions - Clayton Cormier
2) 7:35 Background & Need for Traffic Calming — Clayton Cormier
3) 7:45 Proposed Traffic Calming Design & Rational — David Raphael,
LandWorks
4) 8:00 Grant Opportunities — Amy Bell, Vermont Agency of Transportation
5) 8:10 Comments / Q & A — Planning Commission, LandWorks and VAOT
6) 8:30 Other Business
a) Review Town Meeting Day Questionnaire
b) Sign minutes from February 9, 2004

I. CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Cormier called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

II1. BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR TRAFFIC CLAMING

Mr. Cormier explained that the traffic and speeding in Warren Village have been
problematic for some time. He introduced Mr. Raphael to present the details of the traffic
calming proposal.

1. PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING DESIGN AND RATIONAL
Mzr. Raphael described the rational for the proposed traffic calming design. He explained
that Warren Village currently has inadequate provisions for walkers and bicyclists’ safety.

The proposed plan would incorporate the following items:
e Reduce road width to 9’ travel lanes and use remaining shoulder for walkers and
bicyclists
Restore the historic bridge lights on Main St
Replace existing lights with pedestrian scale lighting
Plant some street trees to narrow the view of the road
Include signs to caution drivers about the village speed and pedestrians
Incorporate a number of cross walks
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IV.  GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

Amy Bell from the Vermont Agency of Transportation noted that the only state grant
money for this type of project is the Transportation Enhancement Grant. She explained
that an announcement would be made in early April stating how much money the state has
to fund projects through the grant program. The town is expected to submit a letter of
intent by June 15t and the completed application by August. The funding announcement
comes sometime in December. Although Ms. Bell encouraged the town to apply for this
funding, she stated that this is a very competitive grant program.

She also noted that most of the proposed traffic calming ideas would be fairly inexpensive
for the town to complete without grant funding. Ms. Bell clarified that since Warren
Village does not have any state highways that the town does not have to follow the VTrans
recommendations.

V. COMMENTS/Q & A
A number of village residents commended the Planning Commission on the time and hard
work they have put into the plan.

Mr. Sellers believes that putting a railing on the bridge between Flat Iron and Brook Road
would make people slow down. He feels strongly that the town should find a route to get
traffic from the Roxbury Mountain Road to the Sugarbush Access Road without going
through Warren Village.

Mr. Elliott was concerned that the Planning Commission and Village Residents were trying
to change the character of Warren Village. He does not believe that speeding is as bad as
people make it out to be.

Mr. Detter expressed concern about people speeding as they exit the village to the south.
He requested the board include another area of traffic calming or a speed limit sign further
south than as shown on the current plan.

A number of residents supported replacing the stop sign that was once on Brook Road at
the intersection with Main Street. Mr. Raphael explained that the Selectboard could
approve the stop sign and suggested the residents talk to them.

Another idea was to increase the amount of a speeding ticket within the village for repeat
speeding offenders. Ms. Bell was not sure if the town could do that and suggested the town
consult an attorney.

VI. OTHER BUSINESS
a) Review Town Meeting Questionnaire
The board reviewed the updated town meeting day questionnaire and suggested
changes. Ms. Hill will incorporate the changes and distribute it to the board.
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b) Sign Minutes from February 9, 2004
MOTION by Mr. Cormier, seconded by Mr. LaHaye, to approve the minutes
from February 9, 2004. VOTE: unanimous; motion carried.

¢) Discuss Daycare and Zoning Seminar
MOTION by Mr. Donaldson, seconded by Mr. Cormier, to approve of Ms. Hill

attending the Daycare and Zoning Seminar on March 11, 2004. VOTE:
unanimous; motion carried.

VII. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION by Mr. Cormier, seconded by Mr. Donaldson, to adjourn the meeting.
VOTE: unanimous; motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Shannon M. Hill

DRB/PC Assistant
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