
Town of Warren 
Development Review Board 

Minutes of Meeting 
Monday, July 19, 2021 

NOTE: This meeting was conducted electronically via Google Meet. 

Members Present: Chris Behn, Devin Klein Corrigan, Virginia Roth, Jeff Schoellkopf (Chair). 

Others Present: Ruth Robbins (ZA), Ellen Strauss, and Carol Chamberlin (Recording Secretary). 

Mr. Schoellkopf took a moment to remember Lenord Robinson and his many contributions to the Town 

of Warren, particularly his work with the Planning and Zoning boards over the years. 

Mr. Schoellkopf opened the hearing for Applications 2021-04-SD-AM and 2021-12-CU at 7:07 p.m. 

Application #2021-04-SD-AM submitted by Bradley & Blake Opsahl requests approval for a 
revised Building Envelope due to the current envelope does not meet stream setbacks. Should 
the revision be approved they are also re-submitting Application #2021-12-CU requesting a 
Conditional Use approval for the building of a 3-bdrm. single-story single-family residence 
with garage + ADU in the Forest Reserve District (FR), located on Cider Mtn. Road, Lot #3, 
parcel ID # 012003-003, consisting of 7.15 +/- acres. 
 

A site visit was held on June 21, attended by Mr. Behn, Mr. Monte, Mr. Schoellkopf, and Ms. Robbins.  
Ms. Strauss presented a site plan, explaining where neighboring houses are located and where the 
proposed driveway and building envelope are located.  She also pointed out the stream locations on the 
site, and the currently approved building envelope location, which at some points is within 50 feet of a 
stream.  The proposed envelope location is on a flatter area of the site and will keep the house outside 
of a 50’ stream buffer.  The septic location will not be relocated.  The plans are for a 1 ½ story house 
with a walkout.  The envelope is smaller than originally planned, and will require less tree cutting and 
offer more protection.   
 
There was some discussion regarding the driveway, and it was determined that the access could be 
moved slightly in order to provide a more level drive and require less cut and fill.  The building envelope 
lines were also studied, and adjusted to ensure that the property line setbacks are sufficient to meet 
Forest Reserve Standards. 
 
The site is between 15% and 24% slope.  The slopes are not yet marked on the site plan. 
 
It was agreed that it would be best to review these applications further when the changes discussed 
have been incorporated into the site plan, as approval of the changes will require a filing of an updated 
mylar. 
 
There was some discussion of the house plans and required exterior appearance.  Ms. Strauss indicated 
that the house will not be visible from other locations, the large porch window is recessed, and the 
owners are willing to change exterior colors used and screen windows.  Currently the plans are for a red 
barn, white house, with gray roofs.  Mr. Behn pointed out that clearing limitations will prevent visibility 
from other locations. 
 
The Forest Reserve/Conditional Use Standards were reviewed, and feedback provided to Ms. Strauss 
regarding any changes needed to ensure compliance with those standards.  This included a request that 
landscaping plans be presented, and any planned tree clearing noted in updated plans.  It was explained 
to Ms. Strauss how the language may be structured when determining tree cutting allowances. 
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MOTION by Mr. Behn to continue this hearing until the August 16 meeting. SECOND by Ms. Klein 
Corrigan.  VOTE: All in favor, the motion carries. 
 
Ms. Robbins reviewed an updated O’Connell property site plan with the Board members, which now has 
view quadrants outlined and notes added as requested at the hearing on June 21.  She also noted that 
the O’Connells will be coming back with an application for a solar installation. 
 
Other Business: 

There was some discussion among the Board members and Ms. Strauss regarding the proposed changes 

to the LUDRs being developed/reviewed by the Planning Commission.  It was suggested that the DRB, 

possibly in a meeting with the PC, do a mock review of a couple of different application types under 

both the current and proposed regulations to evaluate what differences might be beneficial/difficult to 

enforce. The need for wildlife corridors and the benefits of stormwater retention were also discussed. 

Board members discussed the need for additional candidates to join the Board. 

There was no other business before the Board. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Chamberlin, Recording Secretary 
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