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DOGS, WOLF HYBRIDS, AND OTHER DOMESTIC PETS

The Warren Sel(?ctbpard, at )ts;r^ular meeting held on the M day of ^CW
2001, upon motion duly made ^n<l seconded, unanimously adopted the following civil brdinance
pertaining tp the keeping of dogs, wolf hybrids, and domestic pets: .

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY. This'ordinance js adopted by the Selectboard of the Town of
Warren pursuant to the authority granted by 20 V.S.A. §3549, 24 V.S.A. §2291,.and 24 V.S.A,
Chapter 59. Thp purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the keeping of dogs, wolf hybrids, arid
other domestic pets and their running at large to promote the health and safety of the public as
wiell as the peace bf the cQiTimuriity. : ; :

Ttl .fc. • . ^ . .;'••• ••'..'• ' .. ' .. • ! , • • • • . • •• . : ' ' '

SECTION 2. TOFINmONS.

A. "]0pm©stj.c p©t" or "iN" means any domestic dog, dQmestic cat, feiT^t or wolf:
hytmd including the male, f^matei or neuter gender of ^aeh suQh ^fet. . The term ;
s}iNl aJso include any such other animal that the constable, police pfflcer, or
animal control officer or humarie officer finds has the potential to becoitie an .
imminent danger to public health or welfare.

B. "Domestic dog" means any member pf the canine species and includes a wolf

hybrid animal, '.

C. "Owner" means any person, firm, association, or corporation or other institution

pr entity owning, keeping, oi- harboring a domestic pet, or who has actual pr
constructive ]3pjssession of the domiestic pet. The fern'i alsQ includes those persons
who provide food or shelter JQ a domestic pet as defined herein.

D. "At large" means that the pet is riQt:
Y:-':••••' . .'' \':"']..-..:''

1. Otealeasft; or .
2. In a vehicle; or
3. On the owner's property; or •

4. On the property of another person with that person's permission; or
5. Clearly under the verbal or nonverbal control of the owner; or
6. Hunting with the owner.

E. "Wolf hybrid" means an animal which is the progeny or descendentofa (Ipmestic
dog (Canis familiaris) and a wolf (Canis lupus or Canis rufus). "Wolf hybridl"^ •
also means any animal that is advertised, registered, licensed or' btherwLse
dfscribed pr represented as a wolf hybrid by its owner, or an animal which

exhibits primary physiaal and/or behavioral wolf characterisdes pursuant to the
rules adopted by the Commissioner of the Department of Fish and Wildlife.



1»-

F. ; ;"ViciQus^o|1': means a dpmestiic dog or^ wolf hybrid ttzat atla^k^ any person :6r
cai^s aii^ ^^ ,or bodily iiyyrY from such animal, : - .

/ yrTitessth& j|ersori :is tres^sin^^^ tHe RrQperty of .the owner of fhe animal. The
: term shall -also mean any animal which, while running at: large, attacks anotheF '.

.domestic pet or- domestic aniinal\ as defined m 20 V.S.A. §3541.

0- "Direct coatrol of the owner" shall mean on a leash, in a vehicle, or on the
owner's, property,:. ...'•' :. : , .'.-• ; "•:.;: /".,•'/ •". :., •;'. " •';'.'</. .:.,---/ • .'l~:/.' '''..

SEGTKE^ 3, JB^II^NE GARE. Alt domestic pets .shall be furnished with a cle^ui and,safe
J^B|t|y'^|R^^1^^ tRe animatand the public health. Any domestic pet determined by
the^ns^e/a^po^ control officer to be without such ele^n and safe
facUi^es.miay be tnT^ound^,^^ ;^ .:.';''.'.';'..., '-/ \ •''•••'\ .'• ''^\ • '. "•"''•.'-.:. \ '• ••/•./' ;':... >

•SE^lnW.4.- 'NlTlJNaNCES AND NUISANCES. ';-.:: :..'•'•'• •'.•; ••. '. : '

A. ^o domestic d@g or wol f hybrid stnall run at large in the Town.

B. JEito dpmesct^ pet shall haFfiss ^r attack other animals or .people uhtcss si.iclr
aft^ils^r p^oplf arei trGspas;sing-on the pirivate property of Qtt •own&r of tlne

• ^.n-iestic'jpet.,1 .' ;:•.. . •.; , "•.,' :., . • /• ".••'•• ./•. . ^ .' ;.' ;'•• •.... /' :. . •

C. ^ fmle dOrriSstic; pel in tiieat shall be confinied to a building OF other secured
emefosUre exetept white uncfer the direct control of the owhier.

0. N^q|erson tjatl Own, ksep or liarbor a domestic pet which disturbs the quiet,
coBn|Fort, and fepose of o^hei-s by frequent, hajbitual, or peii-isistent bzirking or

SECTH^ 5. ?|Tp^ATION. The persi?rf in control ofadomestmpet which defeGEttes in any
;pH|btic.^|ea ft <% thf.|nvaite progicrty of aribther person shaH immediaitely remove the fecal
material anti ^ - : :

SECTION 6, FAtUME TO LICENSE.

A. B|Ni domestic dog and/or wolf hybrid shall be licensed according to the laws of
th® State of Vennont and shall wear a collar or harness with the current license
attached. Any domestic dog or wolf hybrid which is visiting from out of state
niuist v^ear a collar or harness with (he current license from its home state
•attlaiched. . .'."".'.• - :-/ .^.'•.'•... .•'.'..'•'.'.. :.. ,.'. . '.' "•:."-. ": 1'. ; •. :' '•.T;-.-/.

B; A domestic dog or wolf hybrid which is found without a collar or a harness,and
license may be immectiately impounded under the authority of 20 V.S.A, §3806
aHijd isHll be managed under tHfi {tfovistonS of that statute. AH unlicgnsed
dom^icdQgs^ wolf hybrids may b^ 20 V.S.A. §38(37.



C. In aaiidjtim a depo^ be^piaid in respect ofanyimljicensecld%^

becomes: im|>qun^ed. Upon deH very of a current rabies certificate to tKe Town •:%"

^Clerk, the deposit stiall be. returned minus the registration fee. ..^ ^, ,_• ^^^. '

B. Th^s imppunjding pf^cer ^may ci^ the own?r for the fhird and any SLibsequent

^
The penalties set forth in Section 10 shall t>e applicable. . • ;

E. ^ ^Nall^^^s^ Town of Warren, P.O. IBox 337,
iWrmyW- .^^ .. \:-i-L ^1:. ^.:'.^ 7. .1 •• : . ' ' :' '•' '• : :.:; '11: "•'. •• :.1.11-";"V'' •-' 1'. "

r'. ' . •:• '.' • . •••'.' ' : ' •• • ' • . • '• • - ' •

S|^T||I^ m-: .tE^LT^, ,-ii'aB . ^iy^^N,,,jNotwthstarid|ng •• tfee .fges and .pifialties
iTTlt^l^ ;|^ Jt^^
^viQli|i^ii'^^;^ ^^.tt|e^ent of .a .?Q:ntmuing violation',.^li':w^-o:y''|^i^^

^|ht|Ee^-^-^^,yiii|l^^ a s^aj-ate Of fense.' IPenalUie^ sftatH|e.i$i^
to^¥]R%sui®E^^^^^ R<<X N^33X Warren, VT/^^^^^^^^"^

SJECTI0N tl, ^JIJNCT?rtELIEF. ^ imposed by Section 1Q
of UT^-I^^ obNn injunctJLve reUef fer
c^njin^lEl^i^ \ ,

iSEJET^N H, ¥|[(3I^IJSI3©©S. Ifanydoimesticdpg^ doniestie pet, pr deer
ajnd that fact shiall be provedl to the satisfaction of tteSeleetbpard under prQceclu^^
20 V.S,. A. Chapter 193, the SislectKpaird iTiay order ttiat the ^og be muzzled, confined or

disgpQSelpf m a bumanp wg.^. ff^ vicious or rabies |nfecg^i .(Ipmestip ilq|| i;uroii[ig at^lt|rj|e
cannpt be safely icaught and jrnposi.ini|d, rtie Sfelec|tt3&arci may qi-der su6h clog to ^^^ain^ a
pQlice officer, constable pr ^log oyRcer. When riotified by a poMce ot'fic&r, .cpristHNe, /<pr ,d^g,
officer that syGh dog fias bicten any person, it shall heunlaiwful for the pwn?r tbseU pr give
away the dog oir to permit it to be taken beyond the limits of the town except w^h%m%ssi;Qn
of the S^IectbQard pr undler the care of a liGensed veterinarian. Any cost of quarantine must be
the responsibility o.f the dog owner, Dogs who are trained ;to attack, known to be vicious, or
against which ^ a CQmplamt of vicioysness or attack has been made in wnttng, shall be licensed
by (he TGc>^C^^^ upon conditions imposed by the Selectboard.

SECTION 13. HEARING ©NVIQLATIQNS. For any violation of this ordinance the
Selecfboard may hold a h^anng an4 upon a finding of any violation may Order the dog
restrained, niuzzled ^r^d^trc^y ia;a h^ . y ; ^

SECTION 14. REPEAL QJF PRIOR ORDINANCE. This ordinance, on its effective date,
shall repeal the prior ordtnanc^ of the Town of War^^ pert|airifng to the keeping of dQgs and-
their running iat larger . •:

^..//



"SECTiK|R?yl5. ''•::SfiVl||^||3n^y; In :the event that any provisijsn of: thi^ ordinance shy L bs.
found ln^^ N si^y court ^? competent |unsd:jicfcion, such iriyalidily shall n^ i^^^^^s^
mother p^,(>f-:this/OTdjnance.\/':-'''/^ '^ •.'" ' ;;, '; -•'i

*> ' •• ' '•.'.•.''•'•• ''.\ '• • ' •' . • ...'..;•. '.""''•..' •,' ' : . ''."•''•: .'-'•- ''•. \ . ' . ' ' ' : • .'.'". ;

SECTION 16, PHQVISIONS tOOITION^L TO STATE LAW. TMs.ordinance is to be in
a(^iticm,to.^ other oNinaiD&es of the I^wfl of WarFeo and tp fbose^^^t^
municipalities in Title 20, Chapter 1^3pf the Vermont SUitutes Annotated, as aritendecf

SECTIQiNr'l7. .'EFiTOTIYE .laAT^. ;This ordinance shall become effective sixty (60) days
aft?r its :a|tQgti€>n by the Town of ^rren;^ectbQa,r4. If a petition is filed yni©r24 V.S.A.
§t§73 that s&tufesb^l govern the t^^^ ; ;

:>r

SECIH^^r .1.&,: |^Jl%Ii|||.,; ^his.Qiljnari^^'^jaJll^ .
and ^ll^--p|3rst^^
•:b@,;p^lishN'.jiri a-ne;vvsp||gr.^p'f.:g|n^aj .l^l^rct.ilgt^r withm f9i.irteeri^ayisi,||\its' sli^Gm-.'
;,acc!(>m|^ip^b^^nfor^ ^s^to-'^Iii^ teyt jo^t m^y N.^5^i|r^,;^e:|ig^
to ^etifiQn^r a ^^i^nd.the name, a^ldlress and teltpli©i|e number of i person^ ^
tp,ans\vesr.^questions.^^ . ^••'•'•",, '"•'.: •• '^..^.'.'.••' . .." :' •• ,..:, /;. '••''''' ,'\:'.;':\'-'-'^:'^.'''' .\.-

Date: ^t 111 , 2001 SEyECTgQ^RD, TOTO 0I7 tA^REN:
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Adoption History

1,
2.

3.

4.

5.

Agenda item at regular Selectboard meeting held on c\ \H \o I .
^ead and approved at regular SelectboanJ meeting on c\' j ^ ( o I and entered
in the minutes of that meeting which were approved on
Posted in public places on ^\ ^\o\ . ,^ ' n. ^-'. '

Notice of adoption published ' C^ \ y^ ^ \ Vo^ ?'fffewspaper .on • o/\\j\l?'*\D^ .
with a notice of the right to petitionV , ^' ^
Other actions (petitions, etc,): :
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